
RPAC FAQs 
for Federal Political Coordinators 

 
What is RPAC? 

It's the REALTORS® Political Action Committee. Its goals are to organize the members of our organization 
as a concerned, involved political constituency. RPAC raises voluntary funds from members for use in 
making contributions to political candidates at the federal, state and local levels. 

What are the contributions limits a PAC can make to a federal campaign? 
 $5000 for the Primary Election 
 $5000 for the General Election 
Are there any funds that are available for a FPC to use towards their Member of Congress? 

Yes, as a FPC you are eligible for RPAC funds to use in your state.  They are called “In-State” funds.  They 
in-state funds are allocated for each FPC to use in the state or district.  These funds are for relationship 
building and do not imply an endorsement for the next election.  If you are a FPC for a Member of the 
House of Representatives, you have $1000 available to you over the course of the election, which includes 
both the Primary and General elections.  If you are a FPC for a Senator, you have $2000 available to you 
over the course of the six year Senate term. 

How do I request funds? 
The use of in-state funds must be requested through your state Government Affairs Director (GAD).  They 
will in turn make the request to NAR.  The check will be sent to the state, and then forwarded onto the FPC. 

How long do I have to deliver the check? 
All checks must be delivered with in 15 days.  In compliance with the Federal Election Committee (FEC) 
laws, all checks must be delivered by the day prior to the election for which the contribution is designated.   
Additionally, you must be mindful of the FEC quarterly contribution reporting periods which are at the end of 
March, June, September, and December.  Candidates are always looking to increase their dollars on hand 
prior to the end of the reporting periods.   

Can I deliver a check at the Congressman’s office either in the district or in Washington? 
 No, it is against the law to deliver a check in the Congressman’s office or on any government property. 
Can RPAC reimburse me with the “In-State” funds if I just go ahead and make a contribution to my 
Congressman’s campaign? 

No, all In-State funds must be requested through your state GAD and then a RPAC check will be cut 
towards that Congressman’s campaign. 

Can I make a personal campaign contribution to my Member of Congress? 
 Absolutely, you may contribute up to $2100 per election (Primary and General). 
What are special recognition funds? How are they requested for my Member of Congress?  

Special Recognition funds are the remaining RPAC funds that are used after your In-State funds and after 
the lobbyist DC funds.  They have to be approved by the RPAC Trustees and the request must come from 
your state.   

What is an Opportunity Race? 
NAR’s Opportunity Race Program is a grassroots-based program that encourages REALTORS® to 
become active in the campaigns of selected NAR-supported federal candidates. REALTORS® are 
contacted by NAR through direct mail, phone banks, email and other campaign activities and encouraged 
to support a particular candidate for Congress in their district. Since federal election law allows only a 
maximum of $10,000 to be contributed to a candidate by RPAC, the Opportunity Race program allows NAR 
to go the extra step to help elect pro-REALTOR® candidates.  

 
The Opportunity Race program is funded through voluntary RPAC corporate contributions, commonly 
referred to as “soft dollars.”  Because all election communication used by NAR occurs only with its 
members, NAR is allowed to use these so-called soft dollars and save our RPAC dollars to be used only for 
direct contributions to candidates.  

Can I request an Independent Expenditure for my Member of Congress? 
No, there is a special RPAC committee that selects a few candidates to conduct an independent 
expenditure.  An independent expenditure is an expenditure for communications "expressly advocating the 
election or defeat of a clearly identified candidate that is not made in cooperation, consultation, or concert 
with, or at the request or suggestion of, a candidate, a candidate's authorized committee, or their agents, or 
a political party or its agents. 

 
 

If you have any questions, please contact the Political Representative for your state.   
State assignments and contact information can be found at:  

http://www.realtor.org/GAPublic.nsf/Pages/narstaffdirectory?OpenDocument 


