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RALEIGH -- The parade of charges, countercharges and lawsuits springing from the 
contentious Cary municipal elections last fall has grown a little longer. An Apex attorney 
filed suit Thursday in Wake Superior Court against the state Board of Elections and a 
political action committee that supported a slate of growth control candidates running for 
Town Council. 
 
Last month, the Board of Elections tossed out a complaint from that attorney, Gregory 
Batdorff. He wanted the board to investigate the sources of funding for Citizens for Truth 
in Elections and the ways the PAC spent the money. 
 
Two groups donated money to the PAC. Raleigh developer Craig Davis, his wife and two 
school-age children gave a total of $15,000, and Chapel Hill developer Roger Perry and 
three of his business associates gave an identical amount. 
 
Individuals can only give $4,000, and after Batdorff filed his complaint Davis admitted 
he had unwittingly broken the law by funneling $7,000 through his children. The four 
retirees who formed the PAC - Stan Norwalk, Sol Rabinowitz, Bob Trenbath and Bill 
Savage, known in Cary political circles as "the Grumpy Old Men" - paid $7,000 in 
restitution out of their own pockets. 
 
With the Davis matter settled, the board ruled that there wasn't enough evidence to 
warrant its pursuit of the other charges. 
 
Now, though, Batdorff's suit asks the court to force the Board of Elections to investigate 
whether Perry, too, tried to skirt the law by funneling money through his associates - all 
four checks were dated the same day - and to look into evidence that the PAC 
coordinated its advertising with candidates but didn't comply with the necessary 
regulations. 
 
"If you're engaged in electoral politics, we just believe you should follow the rules, and 
we don't think the Board of Elections properly investigated the complaint," said Paul 
Stam, another Apex attorney who filed the suit on Batdorff's behalf. 
 
Attorney Michael Crowell, who represents the PAC, said the suit had no merit. 
"The state board looked into this, had the information from both sides, found a problem 
with Davis and it was corrected, and they found no reason to investigate the rest," 
Crowell said.  
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