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RALEIGH -- The state Court of Appeals on Tuesday upheld the dismissal of a campaign finance 
complaint against a political action committee that supported Cary Mayor Glen Lang and a slate 
of growth-control candidates running for the Cary Town Council three years ago.  
 
The unanimous ruling came almost 21 months after Apex lawyer Gregory Batdorff sought an 
injunction in Wake Superior Court requiring that the State Board of Elections investigate the 
funding sources of Citizens for Truth in Elections, a political action committee organized by four 
retirees. 
 
Paul Stam, the lawyer representing Batdorff, said Tuesday he would recommend to his client that 
they petition the state Supreme Court for a review of the case. Stam declined to comment further 
on the ruling until he could confer with Batdorff. 
 
Lawyer Michael Crowell, who represented the PAC, said he would be surprised if the state 
Supreme Court took the case. 
 
"I believe this should be the end of it," Crowell said Tuesday. "They [Citizens for Truth in 
Elections] are just interested citizens who got involved in local politics and got put through the 
wringer." 
 
Late in the 1999 campaign, Citizens for Truth in Elections received $30,000 in contributions 
from developer Roger Perry and three of his associates, and from developer Craig Davis, his 
wife and their two school-age children. 
 
Started by retirees Stan Norwalk, Sol Rabinowitz, Bob Trenbath and Bill Savage, the group used 
the money to run ads and give contributions to Town Council candidates that favored growth-
control measures. 
But individuals can give only $4,000, and after Batdorff filed a complaint with the State Board of 
Elections, Davis admitted to unknowingly breaking the law by funneling $7,000 of contributions 
to the PAC through his children. Norwalk, Rabinowitz, Trenbath and Savage paid $7,000 in 
restitution. 
 
In his suit, Batdorff wanted the court to force the Board of Elections to investigate whether Perry 
also broke the law by funneling money through his business associates and to look into evidence 
that the PAC didn't comply with campaign finance regulations when it coordinated its 
advertising with candidates. Three of the candidates supported by the group -- Lang and council 
members Nels Roseland and Harold Weinbrecht -- won election that year. 
 
The state Court of Appeals upheld the elections board's decision that there wasn't enough 
evidence of any election law violations to warrant further investigation. 
Trenbath, 64, said Tuesday that he and his three friends have spent almost $20,000 of their own 
money in legal fees, including the $7,000 to repay part of Davis' contributions. "It cost a lot of 
money to be good citizens," Trenbath said. "It was kind of a self-defeating thing, but we're happy 
with the results [in Town Council elections]. We're happy with the crew that we got in there."  
 


